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& 
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PREPARED FOR TOWN AND SCHOOL DISTRICT 
MEETING 2020 
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TOWN OF WINCHESTER 
1 RICHMOND ROAD 





Selectmen’s Office Mon-Thurs 7:30am - 4:30pm  Ext. 1 
     Friday                7:30am – 1:30pm 
                 The Selectmen meet every Wed. @ 7pm 
 
Town Administrator/ Mon-Thurs 7:30am - 4:30pm  Ext. 1 
    Friday                7:30am – 1:30pm 
          Assessing Office         kminer@winchester.nh.gov 
 
 Town Clerk/   Mon              7:00am - 4:30pm                              Ext. 2 
 Tax Collector   Tues -Thurs 7:00am – 5:30pm  Ext. 4 
  Friday               7:00am – 1:30pm     
jtetreault@winchester.nh.gov 
 
       Water/Sewer Dept.          Mon          7:00am - 4:30pm           Ext. 4 
            Tues –Thurs      7:00am – 5:30pm 
     Friday                7:00am – 1:30pm 
        Admin. Asst.          droy@winchester.nh.gov 
 
       Water/Sewer Dept.         Mon-Fri              7:30am – 3:30pm                      239-4132 
        sewerdept.winchester.nh.gov 
 
Finance/HR    Mon-Thurs 7:30am - 4:30pm  Ext. 8 
    Friday                7:30am – 1:30pm 
              abond@winchester.nh.gov 
 
       Building Inspector         By Appt.  Thurs 7:30am-4:30pm & Friday 7:30am-1:30pm  
    smorse@winchester.nh.gov    Ext. 5 
 
Land Use/   Mon-Thurs 7:30am - 4:30pm    Ext. 6  
                     Code Enforcement           Friday                7:30am – 1:30pm 
        msharra@winchester.nh.gov 
 
Welfare Dept.   Mon & Wed           9:30am – 12:00pm    Ext. 3 
        Tue & Thurs           2:30pm – 5:00pm  
 
                      Highway Dept.         Mon-Fri     7:30am – 3:30pm         239-4811 
 
       Transfer Station         Tues                        8:00am – 4:00pm                       239-8136 
        Thurs                      8:00am – 7:00pm 
         Sat                          8:00am – 5:00pm 
 
      Planning Board   1st & 3rd Monday at 7:00pm  Ext. 6 
      Zoning Board of Adjustment  2nd Thursday at 7:00pm   Ext. 6 
      Conservation Commission                3rd Thursday at 7:00pm   Ext. 1 
                     Historic District Commission 2nd Monday at 7:00pm   Ext. 6 
      Revitalization Economic                       2nd & 4th Wednesday at 6:00pm               Ext. 1 
       Development Committee         
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This town report is dedicated to 
 Mrs. Virginia Felch 
“Until I feared I would lose it, I never loved to read. One does not love breathing.” 
-To Kill A Mockingbird
Virginia Felch wasn’t always interested in books. She read because she had to, not because 
she loved to. Born in Somersville Ct., the only child to loving parents, she attended school in 
Ct. and graduated from college in Maine with a degree in Home Economics. She spent most 
of her career teaching in various schools in Ct. and later in life she changed careers and 
became a dietician and spent the rest of her career working in hospitals in Ct. and later in 
Keene. Her parents loved Winchester and quite often Virginia would accompany her father 
when he came here for a deer hunting weekend or in the summer, they would all spend a 
week in a cottage on Forest Lake. In 1974 her parents bought the home that Virginia now 
lives in on Richmond Rd. and Virginia, her husband (deceased), and her parents made 
Winchester their home. Ginny, as she is fondly called by friends, quickly established her life 
in town and was seen waitressing and serving pies at the monthly The United Church of 
Winchester bean supper or she was organizing the Winchester Womens Society fundraiser 
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to benefit the Chreche or riding on the float in the annual Winchester Pickle Festival 
parade. She was a founding member of the Red Hats Society in town and she wore her hat 
with pride. In her younger years she loved to entertain, and Sunday has always been her 
favorite day, a day to worship and to invite many friends to share in food and fellowship as 
they sat down to a delicious dinner prepared by Ginny. She loves to cook, and her culinary 
skills would please any taste bud, much to the delight of her friends. Many years ago she 
began knitting hats, sweaters and blankets for the babies born at the hospitals in Keene and 
Brattleboro. She continues to knit the sweaters and estimates she has made over 4000 
sweaters and hats for all the newborn babies in Cheshire County.  
To the children in town she is known as the “nice lady in the library”, Mrs. Felch. While she 
is not sure what year she started volunteering at the school library, ask anyone that 
attended school from 1990 on and they know who she is. She started a reading program at 
the Winchester Elementary School and would give many hours of her time at school, 
happily reading to the children. As she says, “I may not have always liked reading, but once 
I caught the reading bug, I couldn’t put a book down. I thought it was important to pass on 
my love of reading to the children and it was a delight to go to school a few days a week 
and read to the children and help them in the library. A delight to teach them how much 
they can learn from reading and how it can transform their lives.” 
Mrs. Felch spent many years at the school and would still be there if “these eyes were as 
young as I feel” she says with a smile. She may not see as well these days, but that hasn’t 
stopped her from doing what she loves. Her house has piles of books in each room and she 
has three sweaters she’s knitting at any given time and a large quilt is laying across her 
dining room table, ready to be sewn. She plans on giving it to the granddaughter of a friend 
at her upcoming wedding. As she states, “I am 96 years young.” 
When asked what her favorite book is, she answered “Oh, that is a difficult question. I love 
them all. The classics of course.” Then she leans in and whispers, “Don’t tell anyone, but I’m 
very fond of Danielle Steele. Everyone loves a good love story.”  
A very fitting quote by Danielle Steel comes to mind when thinking of Virginia Felch- 
“Maybe some people just aren't meant to be in our lives forever. Maybe some people are just 
passing through. It's like some people just come through our lives to bring us something: a 
gift, a blessing, a lesson we need to learn. And that's why they're here. You'll have that gift 
forever.” 
Thank you, Mrs. Felch, for being a blessing to this Town. The gift you have passed on to so 
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